
 

 

 

January 10, 2020 

 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 

PO Box 9047  -  Stn Prov Gov 

Victoria, BC  

V8W 9E2 

 

Re: Submission for Climate Preparedness and Adaptation Strategy 

 

Climate change presents significant risks and uncertainties for all of us, the business community included.  

Continued and increased action is required to address climate change, limit the amount of warming experienced, 

and mitigate, prepare for, and adapt to potential impacts to come.  In addition, climate change is already having 

impacts on our communities today with the changes being observed and felt right now.  A plan to adapt and 

prepare for what is happening and what is coming is a priority.   

 

For many years the Burnaby Board of Trade (BBOT), through our award-winning Pledge for a Sustainable 

Community program, has been a leading voice amongst the business community on the importance of 

environmental sustainability and the role of industry in addressing climate change.  For these reasons, the 

BBOT welcomes this opportunity to contribute to the provincial government’s review of its climate readiness 

plans and the development of its climate preparedness and adaptation strategy.   

 

In preparing this submission, the BBOT provided opportunities for our 1,100 member businesses to provide 

input to shape our feedback. In addition to soliciting individual responses, a small taskforce of business owners 

and professionals met to discuss and brainstorm areas of concern and focus. This taskforce and our membership, 

representing businesses of all sizes and sectors, identified both overarching impacts of climate change that 

should be acknowledged as well as three specific areas/sectors to highlight for particular attention.  These 

concerns can be summarized as: the impact of increased severe weather on business; the viability of carbon-

intensive industries; the opportunity to support the business community in this area, and the unique impacts 

related to the insurance industry, the electrical grid, and the construction sector; and 

 

The impact of increased severe weather on business 

 

The most common effect of climate change on our community has been through changing weather patterns.  

Stronger winds, drier summers, higher floods, and more frequent and intense forest fires were all mentioned by 

our members as impacts of a changing climate.  The effects of increased weather intensity include obvious 

direct damage to business property itself, but also indirect costs associated with disruptions to normal business 

operations. For example, the increased forest fire activity in recent years had obvious impacts on the tourism 

and hospitality sectors in the directly affected areas, but also indirectly in other areas of the province. Forest fire 

smoke can negatively impact the appeal and safety of outdoor recreation and attractions many kilometers away 

from a fire, impacting businesses in these sectors.  And even outdoor worksites for industries wholly unrelated 

to recreation or tourism can be affected if air quality suffers and work is slowed or stopped as a result.   

 

Weather changes were also linked to changes in growing seasons, particularly drier, hotter summers. Businesses 

in food and beverage manufacturing and processing may feel impacts on their supply chain because of climate 

change. Some of our members source materials from across Canada and the world to produce their products. 

Incidents such as droughts, increased pests, or floods can impact this supply chain and hamper their ability to 



 

 

 

manufacturer their products, rendering some items unavailable or increasing the costs of raw materials.  Several 

BBOT members cited the rising cost of food as an indirect impact of climate change on all businesses.  Some 

reports estimate the average Canadian family will spend $500 more annually on groceries in 2020, reducing the 

amount of discretionary income available for those consumers to spend elsewhere in the economy.  Therefore, 

the BBOT recommends that the impacts of changing weather patterns to businesses be included in the climate 

preparedness and adaptation strategy, with plans to engage affected sectors on possible mitigations.  

 

The viability of carbon-intensive industries  

 

Another concern is how climate change will impact industries which are particularly carbon-intensive. As the 

cost of carbon increases, some industries will be at particular disadvantage because of their use of carbon 

energy directly and in their materials.  However, these industries play an important part in our economy and are 

often significant generators of employment and/or economic activity. As part of a climate preparedness and 

adaptation strategy, the provincial government should continue to work with these carbon-intensive industries to 

help research, identify, develop and implement greener technologies, materials, and processes. Technologies 

and processes which could assist in reducing energy use and emission production often exist but struggle to 

achieve wide adoption and scale. For these technologies and processes, government can often play important 

roles as a key first customer, as the establishment of proof of concept, or as a demonstration of the new 

technology or process to help quicken their integration into the broader economy.  

 

The BBOT would like to see plans to support carbon-intensive industries reduce their emissions and transition 

to a decarbonized economy as part of the climate preparedness and adaptation strategy. In addition, focusing 

some of the existing job training and/or professional development programs to support employees in these 

specific industries who may require upskilling to new technologies or retraining would also be a valuable part 

of the strategy. 

 

The opportunities to support the business community in relation to climate change 

 

Businesses of all sizes often lack an understanding of how climate change and the transition to a low-carbon 

economy will present risks (and some opportunities) to their companies.  This is understandable as businesses, 

especially small to medium companies, have limited resources and time, and their expertise is rightly focused 

on their core business lines, however, this can create challenges in them taking actions to mitigate and adapt to 

climate change and increase the sustainability of their operations.  The BBOT deeply understands the 

importance of education in helping the business community adopt more sustainable practices, and has made our 

above-mentioned Pledge for a Sustainable Community initiative focus on providing resources, tools, guidance 

and inspiration to businesses looking to embed sustainability into their companies.  

 

The BBOT feels the provincial government can adopt a similar focus on sustainability education, and as part of 

the climate preparedness and adaptation strategy could commit to providing resources to the business 

community via local chambers of commerce, boards of trade, and industry associations.  Doing this would help 

these business groups to engage with their local members and support them in understanding the risks of 

climate change, and how they can respond at the individual and local level. These resources could be focused on 

emissions reductions, on climate change adaptation, or could be focused on more broad sustainability themes 

such as the circular economy. 

 



 

 

 

The impacts related to the insurance industry, the electrical grid, and the construction sector 

 

Firstly, the impacts of global climate change on the local insurance market are increasingly becoming clear, and 

there is reason for concern.  As noted above, climate change is contributing to an increase in the number and 

intensity of severe weather events across the world, and because of the resulting damages the insurance industry 

is being forced to make significantly more payouts for claims than in the past. This continued increase in costs 

for insurers is leading to a “hard market” for insurance, where premiums rise and the capacity for securing 

insurance is diminished.  This is negatively impacting both the insurance industry directly, as well as the 

broader business community as businesses face higher insurance costs, or are even unable to secure insurance at 

all, putting at risk their ability to operate.  

 

If the increase in weather events and natural disasters continues, and this change in the insurance market moves 

from a market fluctuation to a new persistent state, there could be significant impacts on our businesses and 

residents. Given that a fundamental part of climate change adaptation is mitigating and ‘insuring’ against the 

expected impacts of climate change, monitoring this threat to the insurance industry itself should be a priority 

for the province’s climate preparedness and adaptation strategy.  The BBOT encourages the provincial 

government to liaise with the insurance sector to monitor this issue and identify potential solutions should 

intervention be warranted.  

 

Secondly, climate change has to the potential to significantly impact the construction and building sector as 

governments adopt stricter building codes and change how we construct our built environment.  The BBOT is 

supportive of initiatives to make buildings significantly more energy-efficient as a necessary part of an 

emission-reduction strategy, but believes that this transition needs to be done in concert with the building and 

construction sector.  As building codes get more stringent and complex, builders will need adequate transition 

time to upskill their staff and update their processes to ensure they can deliver these new, greener buildings, and 

this transition and related supports should be part of the climate preparedness and adaptation strategy.  

 

Thirdly, in regards to our power supply and electrical grid, the impacts of climate change are increasingly felt 

by businesses. As noted above, climate change is contributing to an increase in the severity and frequency of 

storms, and as a result businesses may experience more frequent power disruptions and outages as storms 

damage our power grid.  Power disruptions directly impact businesses and economic output as most production 

and business activities are unable to proceed without reliable power. The climate preparedness and adaptation 

strategy should identify that access to reliable power may be negatively impacted by climate change, and ought 

to prioritize working with BC Hydro to support their efforts to increase the resiliency of our power grid.  

 

Again, the BBOT appreciates this opportunity to contribute to the development of a climate preparedness and 

adaptation strategy, and would welcome any chance to participate more fulsomely going forward.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Paul Holden 

President & CEO 

Burnaby Board of Trade 

  


