
� e way we manage our waste is changing. 
Food, food waste and food-soiled paper products will no 
longer go into the landfi ll.  

In 2011, Metro Vancouver received approval on the 
Integrated Solid Waste and Resource Management Plan 
(ISWRMP) which targets 70 per cent diversion by 2015 and 
80 per cent by 2020.  

Of the non-recycled waste disposed in the region, about 
one-third is compostable organics, including food waste 
and food-soiled paper. Because organics are such a large 
portion of the region’s garbage, the ISWRMP calls for the 
introduction of an Organics Disposal Ban starting in 2015.  

In response to the ISWRMP, many Metro Vancouver 
municipalities have been working with residents in both 
single family and apartment-style housing (often called 
multi-family housing) to separate food waste from the 
garbage. Metro Vancouver has also been working with 
restaurants, grocers, Business Improvement Areas, health 
facilities, schools and property managers to assess the 
challenges and opportunities for reducing food waste and 
diverting food waste from the garbage. 

Examples of Metro Vancouver 
studies, pilot projects and 
initiatives involved with 
organics disposal reduction 
and organics recycling 
include:

•  Best practices guides 
and other resources for 
businesses looking to 
separate food waste from 
the garbage.

•  Voluntary waste assessments of large grocers.

•  Piloting Lean Path technology in fi ve restaurants, a 
proven technology that measures and categorizes food 
waste so that kitchen managers can change inventory, 
food preparation and other elements to generate less 
waste.

•  Evaluation of options for businesses to eliminate 
(e.g. composting or digesting on-site) or reduce (e.g. 
dewatering and storage) the transportation of organics 
off-site for processing.

•  Interviews and surveys of businesses 
across the region to capture current 
recycling practices and attitudes 
towards the disposal ban. 

•  Investigation into 
opportunities to 
donate usable 
food to food banks, 
shelters and other not-
for-profi t groups rather than 
throwing it away.

•  Support for small organic waste producers to initiate 
organics recycling in hard-to-access businesses 
identifi ed in earlier surveys and interviews.

•  Piloted commercial zero-waste programs including 
composting organics with Business Improvement Areas.

•  Sector workshops to identify current waste management 
practices and barriers to implementing organics 
diversion. 
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When the Organics Disposal Ban comes into effect, 
compostable organic materials will need to be separated 
from regular garbage. Some examples of organic 
materials include: 

• Meats and fi sh 

• Bones and seafood shells 

• Eggshells 

• Pasta, bread and rice 

• Dairy products 

• Sauces, dressings, etc. 

• Vegetable and fruit peels, seeds and pits 

• Desserts 

• Coffee grounds/fi lters and tea bags    

Food-soiled paper (uncoated paper products soiled with 
food) will also need to be separated from garbage:

• Waxed cardboard boxes

• Pizza boxes 

• Paper plates/cups 

• Paper towels/napkins 

• Paper egg cartons 

• Food-soiled newspaper 

•  Paper bags and kraft paper liner bags used 
for collecting scraps

WHAT WILL BE BANNED?
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The Ban will apply to all residential and commercial/
institutional waste generators across the Metro 
Vancouver region, including:

•  Commercial buildings (examples include grocery 
stores, restaurants, hotels, retail stores and 
shopping malls)

•  Institutional and industrial buildings (examples 
include health care facilities and schools)

•  Single family and multi-family residential buildings 
and mixed-use buildings (examples include 
apartments and offi ces)

All businesses and residents will need to separate 
organic materials from their regular garbage. Most 
municipalities have organics collection as part of 
their regular waste-removal services. Residents of 
multi-family and mixed-use buildings may need 
to add organics collection to their contracted 
waste-removal service. For the commercial and 
institutional/industrial sectors, food waste will 
either need to be processed on-site (usually by 
composting), donated (usable leftover food) or 
transported to an appropriate processing facility for 
composting or energy recovery. 

WHO WILL THE BAN APPLY TO?



If you have questions, or have input, please submit your comments by: 

Email:  ODB@metrovancouver.org

Mail:  Organics Disposal Ban
 Metro Vancouver
 Solid Waste Services
 4330 Kingsway, Burnaby, B.C. V5H 4G8

 Provide online feedback as of February 25, 2014, at metrovancouver.org
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Metro Vancouver is currently consulting on the 
specifi cs of the Organics Disposal Ban such as the types 
and defi nitions of organic materials to be included, 
potential exemptions, enforcement mechanisms, 
penalties, and implementation timelines. Metro 
Vancouver will also seek input on how to support 
businesses and organizations in their transition to 
separating organic material from their garbage.

A series of workshops are also underway to seek input 
from government, impacted business sectors, the waste 
management industry and organics processors.

When complete, staff will report the engagement and 
consultation fi ndings, and provide a recommendation 
to the Metro Vancouver Board in July 2014. Prior to 
implementation, educational and communication 
materials will be developed to inform individuals of the 
forthcoming Ban in 2015. 

2014 CONSULTATION PROGRAM


